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UD CONTINUES INTO NINTH YEAR
OFFERING SUMMER SPORTS FOR URBAN YOUTH
DAYTON,

O~io,

July 13, 1978 --- Remember when you were a kid and your most

difficult problem was what you were going to write in your annual back-to-school
essay entitled "What I Did During the Summer?"

You wondered.

Would becoming a

juvenile delinquent be a way through the writer's block?
Because of the annual Summer Yo~th$ports Program (NYSP) at the University
of Dayton, some 400 youngsters from urban Dayton have lots of chapters in their
life from which to choose; they can choose to write about any day, from June 21
to July 27, that UD's NYSP program is ' in session.
Participants are recrui.ted fr6m the six priority board areas in Dayton.
The program is the only one of summer recreation in Dayton which brings youth from
all sections of thE; city to one site 'where they share common activities.
ninth consecutive year, the pr()gram is conducted

In its

at no cost to participants.

Activities begin with a physical examination followed by instruction in
tennis, swimming, volleyball, dance, tl'ack and' field, football, crafts, and many
other acti vUies, all tau.ght by a specialist in the .f ield.

The final week of the

program consists of an Olympic Week in which :the participants compete in the
activities in which they previously received instruction.
Educational opportunities are not neglected for physical ones.

Daily, the

children are taken through an enrichment session which exposes them to many new
and different career and job opportunities that are available to them if they
acquire adequate preparation.

Just a few examples:

The children are taken on

tours of various educational facilities, such as the UD biology and engineering
departments and the WVUD Radio Station.
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NYSP - continued

But, most important of all, as explained by Mrs. Pat Harbison, mother of four
children in the program who accompanies them each day as one of the paid chaperones
on the buses, the children have something to write about.
they're learning; it's something they brag about.

"It teaches them;

When school starts, and they

have to write that essay, you know the one they always have to do, about what they
did during the summer, they always write about the Summer Youth Sports program."
For Mrs. Harbison, the summer of 1978 is not much different than any other,
except this year, she is getting paid as an official bus chaperone for NYSP.
Active in her neighborhood, which comprises the Northwest Priority Board area,
Mrs. Harbison admits to being one of those mothers who has always been available
as chaperone and chauffeur for field trips and excursions.
something," she explains.

"Somebody has to do

"Kids run around the neighborhood, there's nothing to

do, and there's nobody at home.

The kids need watching . "

The program at UD has a long enough history that some of the participants
have been able to return as adult staff members.
Trent Cole, a varsity football player and junior at Ball State University,
has been a counselor for three years.

He joined the program when he was

14. One

of nine boys, his brothers were going to the program anyway, "so one day I just
hopped on the bus and came along,"
"I try to stay as close to them as possible," he says of his strategy as a
counselor.

"I don't try to be an authority figure

in and- cool things off.

Only when I have to wade

You know how kids can be sometimes."

Marcus McDowell was three years a participant, and this year, coming back to
Dayton as a sophomore at Bluffton College where he is majoring in art education,
he is for the first time a counselor.

There are ways of making more money during

summer vacation, he admits, but he ctlooses to do what he does because of his
friendship with Don Morefield, the director of NYSP for the past nine years.
-more-
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NYSP - continued

"Mr. Morefield helped me when I was coming up.
him.

~

I really enjoy working for

He has always taken an interest in my family," he explains.
The McDowells, like the Harbisons, have made NYSP a family affair.

McDowell's mother, Mary, is a

stock-ro~m

Marcus

clerk in UD's Department of Mechanical

Engineering and was recruited by Morefield to be a bus driver for the program.
Morefield, who is also an assistant professor in physical education at UD,
is not the least bit amazed that NYSP has received nine years of financial
support, despite the fate of other social service projects across the country
which were launched with great expectations only to starve financially several
years later.
"We've always been funded, even though we have had to work hard each year
to raise the money that the program needs to keep pace with inflation.
is evaluated each year by the National Youth Sports Program.

The program

Each year we score

well, which helps ensure our financial support from the Community Service
Administration, the National Collegiate Athletic Association, and UD," Morefield
explains.
The University contributes all buildings) equipment, and auxiliary services
to the program.

And, for the first time this year, Dr. Donald Turner, UD alumnus

('57), will be joined by the staff of Wright state University Medical School in
administering physical examinations to the children.

For nine years, Turner

and various colleagues have given the physical examinations for free, although
Turner has the longest record of year after year, ensuring that participants have
a safe, fun, and healthy summer, and something to write about in the fall.
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